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RETURN to 2D Order of the Honourable The House of Commons; 
dated 27 May 1852 ;—fur, 

A COPY “ of Correspondence that has taken place between the Irish 
Government and Sub-Inspector Crawford, or Others, relative to the Fine 
of Ten Shillings imposed on Sub-Constable Allen , on the 13th day of 
February 1852, by the Magistrates at Newrv Petty Session, for an 
Assault on Terence Raferty." 
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Report from Sub-Inspector Crawford to the Inspector- General, enclosing 
Minutes of Evidence against Sub-Constable Allen, taken before the 
Magistrates at "Newry Petty Sessions. 



Newry, 13 February 1852. 

I beg to forward Minutes of Evidence taken before the magistrates assembled 
at petty sessions here to-day (Messrs. Cony, Maguire, and Brady), against 
sub-constable Allen, of Meigh station, 1538, for assaulting Terence and 
Thomas Rafferty ; and as the decision made in the present state of this district 
may have a most injurious effect on the minds of the people, I consider it my 
duty to state the following particulars : 

The circumstance took place on the 1st of Februaiy, between the hours of 
9 and 10 o’clock at night ; sub-constable Allen only received a summons yes- 
terday ; the Rev. Mr. Young, who the complainant, Thomas Rafferty, swore 
was present, was not there, and he only received the summons this day. Dr. 
Stronge, Mr. Chambre’s physician, was on the car, but from the shortness of 
the notice, and he being professionally engaged, the sub-constable was unable 
to have the advantage of his evidence. 



Captain Warburton, r.m., entered the court before the decision was made, 
and he remarked that as one of the magistrates had stated that a most impor- 
tant witness was necessarily absent, he would suggest that the trial should be 
postponed. Mr. Corry, the chairman, agreed in opinion with him, but the 
other magistrates pressed for a conviction. Mr. Corry stated that the decision 
was contrary to his opinion ; that he considered the man had merely done his 
duty, and that he regretted he should be fined. The infliction was 10*. fine, 
or a week’s imprisonment. 

460. A Mr. 
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Mr. Browne, solicitor for sub-constable Allen, begged they would rule it six 
weeks’ imprisonment, to give him an opportunity of appealing ; this they also 
refused. 



I annex sub-constable Allen’s own statement of what did take place. I have 
not the slightest doubt if this case is fully inquired into, and Dr. Stronge pro- 
duced, that the decision will be reversed. 



14 February 1852. 



(signed) S. P. Crawford, 

Sub-Inspector. 

Submitted. 

(signed) D. M‘Gregor. 



Meigh, 13 February 1852. 

I have to state that on the night of 1st instant, I was coming from Nexvry, protecting 
Dr. Stronge, on his way to Hawthorn Hill, the residence of RI. Chambre, Esq., J. R 
I seen two men on the road ; on coming up to them, I seen a bulk in one of their pockets 
I supposed to be a large pistol ; 1 searched him, and found it to be a black bottle ; the 
other man I searched also. On asking their names, the elder said his name was Rafferty, 
the younger said his name was M'Cue ; I find since they were father and son. Rafferty* 
in a most violent manner, asked me. “ How dare I go to search him on the road ? ” that he 
knew well I had no authority to search ; that he knew that, from the best authority, that 
I could not search him, and ordered me to show him my warrant. I told him my name 
was John Allen,- and that l would not show him any authority, only the clothing I wore 
and the arms that was in my hand ; that I thought that was quite'sufficient at° present* 
and added, I was only doing my duty, and advised him not to interfere with me in the 
execution of my duty, or to oppose me in it, for fear that he might get into trouble ; that 
if he would interfere with me while I was on particular duty, that the law would protect 
me, even if I would shoot him. The gentleman who I was protecting told him I was only 
doing my duty, and for him not to interfere any more with me. He was pressing up to me 
in a most violent manner ; I did not assault him, nor use any violence to him at all. You 
have heard the case before the Court to-day ; 1 leave that to your own consideration. 

The reason the Doctor and I was walking was, to ease the horse going up the Brea, and 
I felt it to be my duty to be close beside the Doctor, and not to allow any suspicious person 
or persons to come near to him, without me knowing who and what they were. 



To S. P. Crawford, Esq., Sub-Inspector, 
Newry. 



(signed) John Allen, 

Sub-Constable, 1538. 



Thomas Rafferty, of Cloghog, sworn. — Was in Newry on 1 st February; was at Crieve 
(Mr. Ellis’s) ; was returning home about a quarter past nine o’clock ; got to Mr. O’Neill’s ; 
my father was before me ; was overtaken by sub-constable Allen and another policeman on 
a car ; the policeman said, “ What do you want ? ” and gave me a push with his gun ; 
searched me and my father. I asked him for his warrant, when Allen said, “ This is my 
warrant, putting his gnn to my breast. I went towards home, when Allen said he would 
shoot me if I went any farther. 

Cross-examined by defendant’s Solicitor.— The police were civil before the search ; asked 
Allen to show him his warrant ; heard people say he could not search without a warrant ; 
heard it many a place ; heard it on a Sunday ; never heard it in a chapel ; don’t know 
whether it was the muzzle of the gun first touched me when Allen came up to me. The 
first thing said by the police was, “ What do you want ? ” without me saying anything ; they 
did search me and my father ; found a bottle of whiskey instead of arms. The police did 
not ask me or my father our names ; did not say my name was M'Cue. The gentleman 
on the bench, his reverence Mr. Young, was there; cannot be mistaken as to him . 

Terence Hoff erty, sworn. — Was going home, 1st February, with my son; came up to 
O Neill s ; my boy was about a perch behiud me ; the police came up and told me to stand 
at one side; they began to search me; they got a bottle of whiskey in my breast; Allen 
said if I would go before them he would shoot me. 

Cross-examined. — Was going home quietly; the police overtook and said, u Stand at one 
side ; they searched me, and found a bottle of whiskev in my pocket; did not say the 
police had no right to search; heard the boy a-k about a warrant. Allen said if I passed 
before the police he would shoot me ; when the boy demanded the warrant, the policeman 
Allen put his gun to bis breast and said that was his warrant. Never said he was advised 
to say that the police should produce their warrant ; did not tell me his name was Allen. 



Defemce. 
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Defence. 

Sub-Constable John Dolan . — Was going to Mr. Chambre’s on 1st February, escorting 
Dr. Stronge ; met the Raffertys ; Allen searched the Raffertys. I was behind on the 
car ; when 1 came up, Rafferty, the old man, was most violent and excited. I asked Allen 
would I make a prisoner of Rafferty, as he was so excited. We then went on a-head. 
Rafferty asked Allen for his authority ; Allen said his authority was in his hand. Heard 
Rafferty ask for Allen’s name, when Allen said civilly his name was Allen to Mr. Maguire, 
J. P. Rafferty was closing up to the policeman in a most violent way. Dr. Stronge at 
this time was before the car. 

Cross-examined by Solicitor. — Was guarding the coat on the car, lest it should be 
lost. Never knew Rafferty, nor did not know him before that night; nor does not know 
now where he lives. The car was behind Allen ; the Doctor and Allen were before me 
about 12 yards ; did not notice the boy ; ran up, and saw the old man talking to Allen ; 
this was on the footpath ; Rafferty and Allen were standing together ; Rafferty was closing 
Allen in a most excited way: when I came up they were both standing. Allen’s gun was 
at the trail. Asked Allen what authority he had to search him on the road. Rafferty 
would not fall back for Allen. Allen said his authority was in his hand. The searching 
was over when.l came up. I would have considered it my duty to search them ; we are 
in the habit of doing so ; and 1 consider if he was an honest man he would have told his 
name ; would consider it right to do so, and my duty to have searched him. Allen told 
me he suspected Rafferty had a pistol, having seen something in his breast. 



Letter from John Boyd, Esq. to the Inspector-General. 

Sir, Newry, 14 February 1852. 

I take the liberty of addressing you on the subject of a trial which took 
place yesterday at our Petty Sessions, and at which, from indisposition, I was not 
present. I have, however, read the report of it as given in this day’s “ Newry 
Telegraph it is “ Rafferty against Allen, a Police Constable.” 

I shall plainly, and as shortly as I can, state to you what I know of the cir- 
cumstances : The beginning of last week the Raffertys applied to a magistrate 
for summonses against Allen, and for a witness, the Rev. Mr. Young7 which 
were granted, and it was allowed by the magistrate that they might be served, 
not by the usual and appointed summons-server, but by any person that the 
Raffertys might select. 

On hearing of this I was anxious to find out the true state of the case. I 
therefore went to the police barrack here, where fortunately Allen then was from 
his country district, and 1 examined him on the circumstances, when he to 
my entire satisfaction explained his conduct on the night in question, and 
stated it was not the Rev. Mr. Young, but Dr. Stronge, that he and his comrade 
were protecting from Newry. 

The summonses on this occasion were not served ; why I do not know ; but 
the following week fresh ones were taken out, signed, I believe, by the same 
magistrate, and served by the regular-appointed server. The case was tried 
yesterday before three magistrates, two of them deciding that Allen should be 
fined 10^. and costs, or seven days’ imprisonment. It so happened that a very 
lew days after the circumstance occurred 1 was introduced to Dr. Stronge, 
whom I had not the pleasure of knowing before, and he told me the conduct of 
the police was in every respect what it should be, and that he would at any 
time be ready to come forward and give testimony on the subject. 

I understand the report of the trial has been forwarded to you, and under 
the circumstances I think it would be most desirable, if possible, that a re- 
hearing of the case could be had, as Dr. Stronge, who is a highly respectable 
gentleman, was unable to attend on Friday last. 

From the unfortunate state of this locality, I consider it a very dangerous 
thing that it should be supposed that, the police on patrol or otherwise could 
not search all suspicious persons they may meet at night, provided that they 
should always do so in a mild and proper manner ; and I am most happy to say, 
as far as my experience goes, they invariably do so. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Boyd. 

460. a 2 
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Letter from James Stronge, Esq. to Sub-Inspector Crawford. 

My dear Sir, Ravensdale. 

In reply to your letter relative to the conduct of sub-constable Allen, when 
accompanying me on a late occasion from Newry, I have to express my decided 
opinion that in searching the man Rafferty and his son, his conduct was per- 
fectly in keeping with that of all other policemen I have had an opportunity of 
observing in the discharge of their duty. The rough or rather hurried manner 
in which Allen opened the elder Rafferty’s coat, on observing a fulness about 
the breast of it, was more than warranted by the saucy and insolent tone of 
both the Raffertys, particularly the younger, when questioned and desired not 
to press so closely or walk so near our party ; and when we recollect the state 
of the district at the time, the late brutal outrage, &e., the business upon which 
the police force had been so lately engaged, I feel that even roughness might 
have been used, and that the sub-constable would have been fully justified in 
having recourse to it if in the least opposed in his duty. 

I am most ready vivd voce at any time to add further testimony as to Allen’s 
conduct. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) James Stronge. 



Letter from Sir T. N. Redington to the Magistrates at Newry Petty Sessions. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 18 February 1852. 

The Lord Lieutenant having taken into consideration the case of sub-constable 
John Allen, convicted of having assaulted Terence Rafferty and Thomas Rafferty, 
I have to acquaint you that his Excellency has been pleased to remit the fine 
imposed on him. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. N. Redington. 
Ten shillings fine, or one week’s imprisonment. 



Letter from D. Maguire , Esq. to Sir T. N. Redington. 

Sir, Newry, 19 February 1852. 

Having read your letter of the 18th instant, directed to the “Magistrates 
at Petty Sessions, Newry,” in which it is stated that the Lord Lieutenant had 
remitted the fine on sub-constable Allen for an assault on T. Raverty, and as I 
consider that an inquiry should have been made, or a reference to the magis- 
trates presiding at petty sessions that day, to know the grounds of the decision 
in the case, prior to the remission of the fine by the Lord Lieutenant, if after 
inquiry he thought it right to do, I beg leave to tender my resignation of the 
magistracy for the county of Armagh, which you will please submit to his 
Excellency or the Lord Chancellor. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Denis Maguire. 



Letter from D. C. Brady, Esq. to Sir T. N. Redington. 

Sir » * Newry, 19 February 1852. 

Having seen this day a letter bearing your signature to the magistrates of 
the Newry petty sessions, in which you sav his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
has been pleased to remit the fine of 1 0 s. imposed on sub-constable Allen for 
an assault on Terence Rafferty, without making any inquiry on the subject; 
feeling that the fine was justly fixed, as Allen, in my opinion, greatly exceeded 
his duty ; under these circumstances I beg leave to state I cannot retain the com- 

mission 
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mission of the peace any longer. You will therefore please to state to his 
Excellency or the Lord Chancellor my wish to have my name erased from the 
commission of the peace for the counties of Down aud Armagh. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) D. C. Brady. 



Letter from Sir T. N. Rcdington to D. Maguire, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 21 February 1852. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th instant, tendering your resignation of the commission of the 
peace for the county of Armagh, a copy of which has been transmitted by his 
Excellency’s desire to the Lord Chancellor. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) T. N. Reding ton. 



Letter from Sir T. N. Redington to D. C. Brady, Esq. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 21 February 1852. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 1 9th instant, stating your wish to have your name erased from 
the commission of the peace for the counties of Down and Armagh, a copy of 
which has been transmitted by his Excellency’s desire to the Lord Chancellor. 

I am, &e. 

(signed) T. N. Rcdington. 
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